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 236	part V. The Judiciary
Common Law Courts was the Court of Exchequer Chamber.1 •
Chancery appeals immediately prior to the Judicature Act went to
two Lords Justices in Chancery, sitting with or without the Lord
Chancellor.
By the Judicature Act, 1873 (now the Supreme Court of Judicature
(Consolidation) Act, 1925), all these Courts (except the two Palatine
Courts) and the Courts of Assize were amalgamated into the Supreme
Court of Judicature, consisting of the Court of Appeal and the High
Court of Justice. The Act was chiefly directed to the reorganisa-
tion of court machinery. So far as the substantive law was con-
cerned it marked the fusion of law and equity. The HighjCojjrt
of Justice was divided into five Divisions: Queen's Bench; Common
Pleas; Exchequer; Chancery; Probate, Divorce and Admiralty.
These Divisions have now been reduced to three: Queen's Bench;
Chancery; Probate, Divorce and Admiralty. The jurisdiction of the
High Court is unlimited as to amount. Judges of the High Court
are appointed by the Crown, on the recommendation of the Lord
Chancellor. They must be barristers of at least ten years' standing.
There is no retiring age.
The number of puisne judges (judges of the High Court other
than the Lord Chancellor, Lord Chief Justice and Master of the
Rolls) must not be less than twenty-five nor more than thirty-nine.
A puisne judge must be a barrister of at least ten years' standing.
Unless the number falls below twenty-five, the Queen may not be
advised to fill a vacancy unless the Lord Chancellor with the con-
currence of the Treasury 2 advises that the state of business requires
that the vacancy should be filled. A judge of the High Court is
attached to such Division as the Lord Chancellor may direct, but not
less than seventeen judges must be attached to the King's Bench
Division, not less than five to the Chancery Division, and not less
than three to the Probate, Divorce and Admiralty Division. The
Lord Chancellor may with the consent of the judge concerned
transfer a judge from one Division to another, but no judge may be
transferred from the Queen's Bench Division without the consent of
the Lord Chief Justice, who presides over that Division, or from the
Probate, Divorce and Admiralty Division without the consent of the
President of that Division.
The Queen's Bench Division is concerned with every class of
common law action, in addition to its criminal and appellate juris-
diction and its power to supervise inferior courts and judicial bodies
1 The judges of the two Common Law Courts other than the court from
which the appeal came, e.g. Queen's Bench appeals came before the judges of
the Common Pteas and Exchequer.
* The necessity of Treasury concurrence has been criticised as an infringe-
w&& of the independence of the Judiciary.

